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Outside Back Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1000
Ad size: 10” wide x 15” high. Or by pixel: 3,000 px wide x  
4,500 px high.

Double Center Spread. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $800 
Ad size: 10” wide x 15” high. Or by pixel: 3,000 px wide x  
4,500 px high.

Inside Front/Back Covers. . . . . . . . . . . .             $525 
Ad size: 10” wide x 15” high. Or by pixel: 3,000 px wide x  
4,500 px high.

Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $450 
Ad size: 10” wide x 15” high. Or by pixel: 3,000 px wide x  
4,500 px high.

Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225 
Ad size: 10” wide x 7.35” high. Or by pixel: 3,000 px wide x  
2,205 px high.

Quarter Page. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125 
Ad size: 4.875” wide x 7.35” high. Or by pixel: 1,463 px wide x  
2,205 px high.

Business Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65 
Ad size: 4.875” wide x 3.5” high. Or by pixel: 1,463 px wide x  
1,050 px high.

Main Banner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $895
Homepage: 1,260 px wide x 240 px high. Pricing per month.

Video - Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $795 
YouTube Video. Centered. Pricing per month.

Ad One - Top. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $500 
Homepage, 600 px x 480 px. Pricing per month.

Ad Two - Bottom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300 
Homepage, 600 px x 480 px. Pricing per month.

Ad Three - inside pages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250 
Inside pages, 600 px x 480 px. Pricing per month.

Publisher: McKinley G. Williams

Advertising Director/Operations: Elbert Zeigler

Administration: Diane Kinser

Distribution: Jean Pierre, Joe Wise, Frank Reagan,  
and Rebeca Gonzalez

Production: OAS Graphics

Photography: Broderick Hall

Contributing Writers: Vernon 
Brown, Dr. Petruchka Moise,  
Michael H. Blank, Monique  
Wooley, Roberto Fuller,  
Melvin Whitlock

DEADLINE FOR ADS IS THE 18TH OF THE MONTH 
PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
Please send PRINT READY ADS to specifications 
listed below) High resolution PDF files are preferred 
but will accept .jpg and .png files as long as they are 
300 dpi (high resolution).

Questions, please do not hesitate to contact  
production@oasgraphics.com.

PRINT PRICING DIGITAL PRICING

AD DEADLINES & Specs

WHO WE ARE

** �E-mail pictures to:  
production@oasgraphics.com

**�Make checks payable to SWFL Chronicle,  
PO Box 61947, Fort Myers, FL 33906 
(Memo line: SWFL Chronicle Ad & Size)

theSWFLChronicle@gmail.com  |  Address: P.O. Box 61947, Fort Myers, Florida 33906

t h e s w f l c h r o n i c l e . c o m

GOT AN EVENT?
Visit us online at 

theswflchronicle.com/community-events

Submit your community  
event to go online.
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Courtesy of: Chuck West & Tiffany Massay, Financial Advisors at Morgan Stanley

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management  |  100 N Tampa St. Suite 3000 Tampa, FL 33602

(813)227-2122 | Tiffany.Massay@morganstanley.com

advisor.morganstanley.com/tiffany.massay

Disclosures: Article by Morgan Stanley and provided courtesy of Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor. 

Chuck West and Tiffany Massay are Financial Advisors in Downtown Tampa at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”). Chuck can 
be reached by email at Charles.West@morganstanley.com or by telephone at (561)243-2230. Tiffany can be reached by email at Tiffany.Massay@
morganstanley.com or by telephone at (813)227-2122. Her website is https://advisor.morganstanley.com/tiffany.massay.

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide individually tailored investment advice. It has been 
prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and objectives of persons who receive it. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC 
(“Morgan Stanley”) recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies, and encourages investors to 
seek the advice of a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s 
individual circumstances and objectives.

Morgan Stanley offers a wide array of brokerage and advisory services to its clients, each of which may create a different type of relationship 
with different obligations to you. Please consult with your Financial Advisor to understand these differences, or review our “Understanding Your 
Brokerage and Investment Advisory Relationships” brochure available at https://www.morganstanley.com/wealth-relationshipwithms/pdfs/
understandingyourrelationship.pdf

When Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors and Private Wealth Advisors (collectively, “Morgan 
Stanley”) provide “investment advice” regarding a retirement or welfare benefit plan account, an individual retirement account or a Coverdell 
education savings account (“Retirement Account”), Morgan Stanley is a “fiduciary” as those terms are defined under the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, as amended (“ERISA”), and/or the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (the “Code”), as applicable. When Morgan Stanley 
provides investment education, takes orders on an unsolicited basis or otherwise does not provide “investment advice”, Morgan Stanley will not 
be considered a “fiduciary” under ERISA and/or the Code. For more information regarding Morgan Stanley’s role with respect to a Retirement 
Account, please visit www.morganstanley.com/disclosures/dol. Tax laws are complex and subject to change. Morgan Stanley does not provide 
tax or legal advice. Individuals are encouraged to consult their tax and legal advisors (a) before establishing a Retirement Account, and (b) 
regarding any potential tax, ERISA and related consequences of any investments or other transactions made with respect to a Retirement 
Account.

Asset allocation does not assure a profit or protect against loss.

Chuck West and Tiffany Massay may only transact business, follow-up with individualized responses, or render personalized investment advice 
for compensation, in states where he/she is registered or excluded or exempted from registration, [https://advisor.morganstanley.com/tiffany.
massay].

© 2024 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.   Member SIPC.   CRC#3553017    (05/2024)

TIFFANY MASSAY

CHUCK WEST

c o n t i n u e d  o n 
n e x t  p a g e

For many people, the idea of long-term financial planning may 
seem like that dentist visit or home repair project you keep putting 
off: You know you’ll have to do it eventually, but actually sitting 
down and organizing your budget, portfolio, estate and retirement 
plans—all while juggling a career, family life and a never-ending 
roster of other responsibilities—always seems to fall to the bottom 
of the list.

Often, the first step toward unwinding anxiety around managing 
your personal finances is working with a Financial Advisor who can 
help you understand where you stand and, more important, where 
you could be. Here are five topics for you to consider and discuss 
with a Financial Advisor. 

1. �How do I maximize my retirement savings? 
Planning for a long retirement often brings up questions: How can 
I ensure my nest egg lasts? Am I on track to meet my goals? The 

first step is checking in on your retirement savings to see if the amount you’re saving is on pace to provide financial stability in 
retirement. 

This is where a Financial Advisor can provide valuable insight. If you’re on track, a Financial Advisor can help you identify ways 
to improve returns without magnifying risks. If you’re off track, your Financial Advisor can help you determine why. 

2. Keep your portfolio on track toward your goals
Are you confident that your portfolio is set up to meet your goals?  Whether you’ve been making the investment decisions for 
your household up until now, or you’re wondering how to get started, a Financial Advisor has access to tools and services that 
can help ensure your portfolio is keeping you on track toward your long-term financial goals. 

Your Financial Advisor will evaluate the level of potential return needed to achieve your goals, the amount of risk you’re 
willing to take in your investments and your time horizon, among other factors, to help ensure you have an appropriate asset 
allocation (i.e., mix of stocks, bonds and other types of assets) in your portfolio. They can also help select securities or funds 
in each of these asset classes.

Also remember that your financial goals and risk tolerance will evolve over time, so your Financial Advisor will work with you 
to revisit your portfolio and adjust where necessary. 

Ways to 
(Finally) 
Kickstart 
Your 
Financial 
Plan

5
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Joseph Jr. is here for you!
TheNorthLawFirm.com
5220 Summerlin Commons Blvd., Suite 300

Fort Myers, Florida 33907

Car & Truck Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents
Drunk Driving Accidents
Serious Injury Cases
Family Law
Custody & Support Cases
Paralysis Cases
Apartment Shootings
Gun Violence Cases 

Workers Compensation
Wrongful Death Cases

Pedestrian Accidents
Bicycle Accidents

Dog Bite Cases
Slip & Fall Accidents

Negligent Security Cases
Settlements

Courtroom Trials

Call Joseph Jr. at (239) 337-1191

Attorney Joseph North, Jr.

3. Implement tax-smart strategies
Taxes can act as a big drag on your portfolio. But did you know tax-smart investing techniques may potentially add up to 2% 
to your annual returns? Strategies like tax-loss harvesting, income smoothing and certain approaches to giving to loved ones 
and donating to causes you care about, may help you keep more of what you potentially earn. However, these strategies 
can take time and are often highly complex. A Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor has access to special tools, resources and 
thought leadership on changing tax policies to help you implement such strategies, so you don’t have to.

4. Create an estate plan
It may be difficult to think about what happens after you’re gone. Having a well-thought-out estate plan can help alleviate 
your worries about the future. With the help of a Financial Advisor, you can take steps to plan how your assets will be 
distributed to your loved ones and charitable causes after your death so you don’t have to navigate the process alone.  

By taking these steps with help from your Financial Advisor and legal counsel, you can help ensure your legacy is preserved 
according to your wishes, providing a sense of security and certainty for the future.

5. Plan for aging parents 
Preparing for your parents’ future, as well as your own, can be a crucial part of financial planning. This is a significant 
responsibility that requires careful thought and planning—and is often top-of-mind for women. In fact, women are more 
likely to focus on the costs of elder care compared to men (86% vs. 75%) when working with financial professional, according 
to Morgan Stanley’s 2021 Investor Pulse Poll of High Net Worth Women. 

One of the first steps you can take is to sit down with your parents and a Financial Advisor to discuss their estate plan. This 
conversation should include discussions about a will, healthcare directives, long-term care and power of attorney. Having 
these discussions early on will not only help your parents outline their wishes; it can eliminate uncertainty around any 
medical and financial decisions you may need to make on their behalf.  

Working with a Financial Advisor 
Working with a professional who specializes in creating and maintaining financial plans may relieve any stress you feel 
around making the right decisions for you and your family. Whatever your goal–paying for college, buying real estate, 
planning for retirement, engaging in philanthropy—your Financial Advisor will work with you to create a tailored plan that 
aligns with your objectives and provide you with a roadmap to get there.



PAGE 6 OCTOBER 2024THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA CHRONICLE

E N D

As we move into the holiday season, 
nonprofit organizations have an 
unique opportunity to capitalize on the 
spirit of giving that characterizes the 
fall season. With holidays approaching 
and the year-end giving spirit in full 
swing, now is the time for nonprofits 
to ramp up their fundraising efforts. 
Here are several effective strategies and ideas to boost 
donations this month.

October is synonymous with Halloween, providing a 
fantastic opportunity to host themed fundraising events. 
Consider organizing a “Haunted House” or a “Costume 
Contest” where participants pay an entry fee. You could 
also offer Halloween-themed products, such as pumpkin 
carving kits or spooky baked goods, with proceeds going 
to your organization.

October is also Breast Cancer Awareness Month, making 
it a prime time to engage your community in support 
of a vital cause. Collaborate with local businesses to 
create awareness campaigns, sponsor community walks, 
or host educational seminars. Encourage donations by 
highlighting the importance of research and support services for those affected by breast cancer.

As the year comes to a close, many individuals and businesses look to maximize their charitable 
contributions for tax benefits. Start planning your year-end giving campaigns now.

Utilize social media, email newsletters, and your website to remind donors about the impact of their 
contributions. Sharing success stories and specific funding needs can help motivate them to give. 

The day after Thanksgiving, known as Giving Tuesday, falls on December 3rd this year. Use October 
to prepare for this global day of giving. Create a marketing 
plan to promote your organization and set clear fundraising 
goals. Encourage supporters to donate on that day by creating 
urgency and showcasing how their contributions will make a 
difference.

As your organization gears up for 2025, it’s essential to 
reflect on the previous year’s achievements and challenges 
to effectively update your strategic plans. This involves 
measuring the success of goals set for the past year and 
utilizing that data to inform future objectives.

Planning the annual calendar for the new year should include 
key fundraising events, donor engagement strategies, and 
community outreach initiatives to enhance impact. Engaging 
donors with personalized communication and highlighting the 
organization’s successes can foster stronger relationships and 
encourage continued support. By aligning these elements, 
nonprofits can create a robust framework that not only drives 
their mission forward but also ensures sustainable growth 
in the coming year. This proactive approach will ultimately 
enhance the organization’s capacity to serve its community 
effectively and meet its strategic goals.

Got questions? email me at

Tamika@growyournon-profit.com. Don’t forget to Like and 
Subscribe to my YouTube Channel, by scanning the QR Code 
in the upper right corner of this article so you don’t miss 
exclusive interviews.

Grow Your Non-Profit News Corner
Holiday Fundraising Strategies for Nonprofits

W W W . G R O W Y O U R N O N - P R O F I T . C O M

Tamika Peters, MSM, CEO  |  Grow Your Non-Profit

United Way of Lee, Hendry, and Glades is a 
volunteer driven organization dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for all people in 
the community. This is accomplished through 
fundraising, fund distribution, community 
building, volunteer advancement, and 
information and referral.

United Way’s expertise is in uniting the 
community, problem solving, and driving 
collective action to amplify the power of the 
individual and achieve what no one person or 
organization can achieve alone.

To donate, volunteer or learn more about the 
United Way of Lee, Hendry, and Glades, visit, 
www.unitedwaylee.org or call   (239) 433-2000.

SPOTLIGHT
N O N  P R O F I T
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FORT MYERS S-41 12 ACRES & BUSINESS & LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $5,400,000
PUNTA GORDA 220+ ACRES SR 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $3,500,000
PUNTA GORDA 30 ACRES AT 1-75 & HWY 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500,000
FORT MYERS 7.5 ACRES RV-BOAT SALES-STORAGE SITE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,200,000
FORT MYERS 4 ACRES AT COLONIAL BLVD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $2,900,000
ALVA/LABELLE AREA 12 ACRES RIVERFRONT + HOUSE + BARN +  
  2 DOCKS + LAGOON + 1000’ WATERFRONT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,600,000
LABELLE 70 ACRES, SR 80 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,250,000
FORT MYERS 2.5 ACRES AT N. 41 BY SUPER WALMART  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000,000
FORT MYERS 5 ACRES AT N. 41 BY SUPER WALMART . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000,000
FORT MYERS 11 ACRES AT 1-75 AT BAYSHORE RD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,950,000
FORT LAUDERDALE 4 ACRES AT HWY 7 (441). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $1,950,000
ALVA 8 ACRES RIVERFRONT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,600,000
BUCKINGHAM 40 ACRES PEACE ROAD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $1,200,000
RIVERFRONT 4 ACRES + DOCK, LAGOON & BARN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $995,000
FORT MYERS 2.5 ACRES 1-75 AT BAYSHORE RD (78)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $990,000
BUCKINGHAM 47 ACRES AG-2 BUCKINGHAM RD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD   $990,000
RIVERFRONT 2.5 ACRES + DOCK & HOUSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $949,000
RIVERFRONT 4 ACRES ON TAYLOR RD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $895,000
ALVA 4 ACRES RIVERFRONT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $890,000
FORT MYERS 4+ ACRES 9481 BAYSHORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $890,000
ALVA 34 ACRES BEDMAN CREEK  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $845,000
FORT MYERS 2.3 ACRES METRO PARKWAY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $800,000
CYPRESS CREEK RIVERFRONT LOT, DOCK & BOAT LIFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $695,000
RIVERFRONT LOT DOCK & TIKI HUT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $595,000
FORT MYERS 1/3 ACRES CPD 1-75 AT BAYSHORE RD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $595,000
CYPRESS CREEK 3 ACRES DOCK & TIKI HUT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $550,000
FORT MYERS 1.25 ACRES C1-A 1-75 AT BAYSHORE RD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $495,000
ALVA 10 ACRES NORTH RIVER ROAD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $495,000
RIVERFRONT LOT AND DOCK ON CAPTAIN NELSON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $489,000
ALVA RIVERFRONT HOME SITE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $429,000
PUNTA GORDA 23 ACRES 15810 HUGHS BLACK RD OFF BABCOCK  
  RANCH RD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD  $300,000
SERENGETI RIVERFRONT 1 ACRE LOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $295,000
ALVA 4 ACRES N. RIVER ROAD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $239,000
ALVA LUXURY HOME SITE 18511 TELEGRAPH CRFEK LANE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD  $300,000

20 ACRE RIVER RANCH WITH HOME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,900,000
200+ ACRES RANCH LAND  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD   $3,500,000
12 ACRE RIVER RANCH OLDER HOME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,600,000
70 ACRES, 1,000 FT FRONTAGE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,200,000
8 ACRE RIVERFRONT    Property & Dock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,590,000
40 ACRES RANCH LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,400,000
30 ACRES RANCH LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,400,000
5 ACRES RIVERFRONT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,200,000
4 ACRES RIVERFRONT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $990,000
3.5 ACRES RIVERFRON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $890,000
2 ACRES RIVERFRONT/DOCK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $675,000
4 ACRES RIVERFRONT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $990,000
1.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT   Boat Ramp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $665,000
3 ACRES    Creekfront Ranch Land  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD  $575,000
1 ACRE RIVERFRONT, LARGE DOCK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $489,000
3.5 ACRES FENCED & FILLED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395,000
1 ACRE RIVERFRONT LOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $349,000
4 ACRES AG RANCH LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $259,000
4 ACRES AG RANCH LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $249,000
10 ACRES AG - 2 NEAL ROAD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $189,000

IF YOU WANT IT SOLD - C ALL OR TEX T 239-872-7653IF YOU WANT IT SOLD - C ALL OR TEX T 239-872-7653

WALK-INS WELCOME!
772-332-1935 MOSES

3102 Lincoln Blvd. Fort Myers, FL 33916
239-771-8764  |  mlrayner7@aol.com

M & M HAIR MECHANIKS
We specialize in “Fine Tuning The Hair”

HAIRMECHANIKS

Utopia UniSex Salon
where ideas become perfection

Shop - (239) 337-7574 or Cell - (239) 745-8423
DeborahANewson@yahoo.com

3069 Martin Luther King Blvd.
Fort Myers, Florida 33916
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I’m Rachel Kaduk and I am running for Cape Coral City Council District 7. 
I grew up here. I went to Diplomat and Mariner High School. I bought land 
across the street from my mother’s home. I saved and saved and then 
I built the home I currently reside in. I live in the same district I grew 
up in. I am a wife and mother. I am a Loan Officer with Sanibel Captiva 
Community Bank. Prior to entering the world of finance, I was happily 
employed as a Business Development Manager learning how businesses 
help other businesses and not just monetarily. It was in that position that 
I began branching out and putting roots down in my community and the 
surrounding areas. This gave me the opportunity to get involved with the 
local Chambers, Non-Profits, and really learn to serve the community. 
In 2020, when businesses were shutting down during the COVID-19 
pandemic, unfortunately my position was put on furlough. 
One industry that was busier than ever during this time was 
banking. I was offered a position processing the Small 
Business Administration Paycheck Protection Program 
loans for Sanibel Captiva Community Bank—which was 
originally intended to be temporary. It didn’t take long 
working at SanCap Bank for me to feel a renewed 
excitement to learn new skillsets within the finance 
world that led me to join one of the top performing 
lending teams at the bank as a loan coordinator. 
After three years, I was promoted to Residential Loan 
Officer at our largest location, the bridge branch. 
I have the financial acumen to serve our city 
conservatively with fiscal responsibility.

I am running to listen to the citizens & mend the 
relationship between council and the residents, 
infrastructure, & parks and recreation. Examples 
include the stipend, Jaycee Park, taxes & 
affordability. Traffic is getting worse. The lights are 
not timed properly. Some areas do not have lights 
at all. I want to focus on expanding roadways. In 
District 7, I want to pay attention to the procurement 
process for the Utilities Expansion Project to ensure 
affordability. Parks & Recreation are essential to our 
community, which is why the residents voted for the 
GO-Bond. There are incomplete projects, and new projects 
that the citizens are voicing their concerns for. My backyard 
is the Yellow Fever Creek Preserve. This project is behind 
schedule. We continue to take on new projects without 
completing previously funded projects and we need to be 
proactive in bidding the jobs out prior to committing debt 
to residents. Inflation has played a huge part in our projects 
becoming costly.

I currently serve on the Board of Directors for 4 organizations. I 
love serving the community! Growing up here, I am very in tune with 
the city and issues that we face.  I have a genuine desire to make a 
difference. I am passionate about fostering positive change. I am 
dedicated to serving as a voice for residents. I believe in building a 
brighter future for all by advocating for inclusive policies, equitable 
opportunities, and thriving neighborhoods. I have cultivated 
relationships within the community to get Cape Coral funding and 
grants needed to help with the costs of projects. Resilient leaders 
are steady in the face of adversity, and I believe that is me. I hope 
to earn your vote on November 5th.

Rachel K A D U K
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C O M M I T T E D  T O  E X C E L L E N C E !

Tobler Construction, Inc.

R E S I D E N T I A L    |    R O O F I N G    |    H V A C    |    C O M M E R C I A L

P R O V E N  E X P E R I E N C E

2 3 9 . 3 3 7 . 1 3 2 0
T O B L E R C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

I N F O @ T O B L E R C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

3 0 7 1  D R  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  J R  B L V D ,
F O R T  M Y E R S  3 3 9 1 6

L O C A L  T A L E N T

We take pride in our personal attention to detail and close relationships with our 
clients and would be honored to be considered for your future projects. We are in the 
business of building quality.
With our guaranteed pricing, easy step-by-step building process, and exceptional 
customer service we are dedicated to your project. 

When it comes to construction 
we do it all.

CGC1511572   CCC1327749   CMC1249805
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Dorothy James (left) and Eltesa Douglas (right)

Senior Missionary Formal Tea  

St. Mary Missionary Baptist Church
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DEARBeloved
Pastor Dr. Deb Walsh
Mountain Mover  
& Water Walkers

This time in our nation is a difficult time—election.  I 
actually pray.  Lord, please lead me into all truth.  You are 
the truth living inside me and the Holy Spirit leads us into 
truth.  Please don’t let me be deceived.  I have to think this 
is the favorite time for the father of lies, satan.  Lies are 
being told on all sides and in between. I want to urge you 
and Jesus urges you in Matthew 24:4 “Don’t let anyone 
fool you.”

Jesus also notes that nations and kingdoms will rise 
against each other in verse 7.  This is also true as kingdom 
means country, state or territory and you can say the 
kingdoms (states) rise against each other as some are 

considered republican or democrat.  The nation of America is divided right now in the identity of republican or democrat.  As children 
of God, our identity is in Christ.  We are not “of” this world.  We don’t even fight physically but spiritually.  So, we need to be in prayer 
and fasting for the candidates, this country and the truth. 

I also rest in the fact that God puts people in authority over us.  He also has all things in His control and in the palm of His hand.  
Proverbs 19:21: “We may plan all we want, but it is still the Lord’s plan that will reign.”  We know that God is still on the throne and 
nothing exists outside His control.  We don’t need to worry or fear.  That is also a tactic of the enemy.  To cause fear.  As to the 
government, Romans 13:1 (NIV) states “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.”  So when you vote, let God be your decision.  Ask 
Him to guide and lead you into truth and He will. 

I have spoken to other pastors and leaders and some feel it is a decision to vote the lesser of the two evils.  I also have used the word of 
God to measure the candidates.  Who supports Israel (Numbers 24 :9 Whoever blesses Israel will be blessed, And whoever curses Israel 
will be cursed), who stands up for justice, who has denied/proclaimed God and more.  You are a child of God and the truth sets you free.  
Your vote matters and ask God to help you.  He will never leave you or forsake you.  He is not a God of confusion (Job 12:22 He reveals 
the deep things of darkness and brings utter darkness into the light).  God bless and don’t forget to vote.

Love, Pastor Deb

The threat of counterfeit U.S. currency to the financial system of the United 
States continues to evolve. Advances in technology, the availability of 
scanning and printing devices and the adoption of the U.S. dollar by 

nations as their legal tender have exacerbated the global threat.

SHERIFF CARMINE MARCENO REMINDS YOU...

IF YOU THINK YOU’VE BEEN A VICTIM 
OF A COUNTERFEIT CURRENCY SCAM, 

CALL LCSO HEADQUARTERS AT
(239)477-1000

Counterfeit
  currency

SCAM ALERT
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The Dunbar neighborhood in Fort Myers, Florida, stands at a critical crossroads, facing the looming specter of gentrification 
driven by systemic neglect and the absence of effective representation in local governance. The absence of Black leadership 
on the Fort Myers City Council who understand capital markets and debt instruments exacerbated the failure to leverage 
existing minority participation goals (albeit the city’s charter has minority participation goals in it). This failure to focus on 
enforcing what is already written in the city’s charter has created conditions ripe for gentrification in Dunbar. 

Historical Context and Demographic Profile
Historically, Dunbar has been a predominantly African American community with deep cultural roots. From the annual 
Easter Parade, to Lee Pitts Live. It emerged during the era of segregation as a haven for Black families seeking refuge 
and community amidst pervasive racial discrimination. Over the decades, it has faced challenges such as disinvestment, 
inadequate infrastructure, and socioeconomic disparities.

The demographic makeup of Dunbar reflects its African American heritage, with a significant portion of residents being 
descendants of the original settlers. Despite its rich cultural heritage, Dunbar has struggled with economic inequality, 
limited access to quality education, and inadequate healthcare facilities.

Local Governance and Representation
One of the critical factors contributing to the vulnerability of Dunbar is the lack of Black elected representatives who are 
willing to make sure the city adheres to the minority participation goals mandated in the City’s charter. The council plays a 
pivotal role in shaping policies related to economic development, housing, and infrastructure, all of which directly impact 
Dunbar and its residents.

There is not one black elected official who is mandating that the purchasing department of the City, log the availability 
and utilization of minority businesses on the council. In short, the unique challenges faced by Dunbar do not receive 
adequate attention or priority 
in policy-making, because the 
people the voters in Dunbar 
elect to represent them are not 
mandating accountability within the 
purchasing department. Obviously, 
decision-makers may not fully 
understand the nuanced dynamics 
of capital markets or possess the 
insights necessary to position Black-
owned businesses to benefit from 
local ordinances.

Capital Markets and Economic Opportunities
Fort Myers, like many cities, has established minority participation goals aimed at fostering economic inclusion and 
equitable development. These goals are enshrined in the city charter designed to ensure that minority-owned businesses 
have fair access to city contracts and procurement opportunities.

However, the implementation of these goals often falls short of expectations. Without effective advocacy and leadership 
from within the community, Dunbar’s businesses may struggle to navigate bureaucratic hurdles or may not even be aware 
of the opportunities available to them. As a result, potential economic growth and wealth creation within Dunbar remain 
stifled.

Impact of Gentrification
Gentrification poses a significant threat to Dunbar’s existing community fabric. As property values in adjacent areas rise and 
development pressures intensify, there is a risk of displacement for long-time residents who may no longer afford the cost 
of living in their own neighborhood. This phenomenon is exacerbated by the lack of affordable housing initiatives tailored to 

The Impending Gentrification 
of The Dunbar Neighborhood in Fort Myers, Florida

One of the critical factors contributing to the 
vulnerability of Dunbar is the lack of Black elected 
representatives who are willing to make sure the 
city adheres to the minority participation goals 
mandated in the City’s charter.

c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e



OCTOBER 2024 PAGE 15THESWFLCHRONICLE.COM

Dunbar’s demographic and economic realities.

The cultural identity and social cohesion that define Dunbar as a historic African American enclave are at risk of being 
eroded as gentrification progresses. Once vibrant neighborhoods could succumb to homogenization, losing their distinct 
character and displacing the very communities that have called them home for generations.

The Role of Leadership and Advocacy
Effective leadership is crucial in advocating for Dunbar’s interests within the broader context of Fort Myers’ development 
strategy. Leaders with a deep understanding of capital markets can strategically position local businesses to thrive under 
existing ordinances aimed at minority participation. They can also ensure that economic development initiatives prioritize 
inclusive growth that benefits all residents, particularly those historically marginalized.

Advocacy efforts must also extend to ensuring equitable access to education, healthcare, and social services. These 
foundational pillars are essential in breaking the cycle of poverty and creating pathways to economic stability for Dunbar 
residents.

Community Empowerment and Collaboration
Empowering Dunbar residents to participate actively in local governance and economic development initiatives is 
paramount. Community organizations, nonprofits, and grassroots movements play a crucial role in amplifying the voices of 
residents and holding policymakers accountable.

Collaboration between stakeholders, including local businesses, educational institutions, and civic leaders, can foster 
innovative solutions to the challenges facing Dunbar. By harnessing collective expertise and resources, it is possible to 
create sustainable development strategies that prioritize inclusivity and resilience.

The gentrification of Dunbar in Fort Myers, Florida, is not an inevitability but a consequence of systemic neglect and the 
absence of effective representation. The lack of effective Black leadership on the Fort Myers City Council who understand 
capital markets and how to use financial instruments, coupled with inadequate leveraging of minority participation goals, 
has created fertile ground for displacement and economic exclusion.

To mitigate the risks of gentrification and preserve Dunbar’s cultural heritage, concerted efforts are needed. This 
includes advocating for equitable allocation, promoting community empowerment, and fostering collaboration between 
stakeholders. By addressing these underlying issues and promoting inclusive development, Dunbar can chart a path toward 
sustainable growth that honors its past while embracing its future.

 The Impending Gentrification 

e n d

c o n t i n u e d
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The DEDICATED Artists of Southwest Florida Inc (DASF) are local 
members of a local CLUB with members from Naples, Bonita 
Springs, Fort Myers, Lehigh Acres, Cape Coral, North Fort 
Myers, Punta Gorda, Port Charlotte, North Port, and Canada, 
too. And we have many snowbirds who look forward to their 
winters in Florida because of our excellent monthly programs. 
Our objective is to promote the art of painting for those who 
wish to learn to paint in all mediums. It is all about having 
fun and making friends and supporting our community. We 
welcome all ages and all levels of abilities from those with no 
experience to the accomplished artist!

DASF follows CDC Guidelines sanitizing your painting space 
and practicing social distancing  all the while we are having 
a good time painting together. Members bring your friends. 
Internet visitors please contact DASF (Home MENU –> Contact 
Us) to plan a visit. Planning ahead is needed to have a painting 
space and surface waiting and ready for you.

Meetings in 2024 will offer a great variety of designs. Visit us 
at a general meeting as a guest. We welcome you to attend 
two meetings before you are expected to join the Club. We 
meet the second Saturday of every month. Dues for DASF 
are bargain priced at only $45 per year - monthly meetings 
always include a great painting project by one of our talented 
instructors. Meetings frequently include FREE surfaces and for 
special Member Appreciation meetings, DASF even supplies 
lunch. See the Meetings Menu above for what is being offered 
for 2024. Program descriptions for the coming year can be 
found there.

Meetings begin with a Social Time and light refreshments at 
9:00am followed by the meeting at 9:30am. Each meeting is 
followed by a brown bag lunch and a painting program. Our 
CLUB is also philanthropic supporting the Harry Chapin Food 
Bank, the Memory Box Project, Suitcases for Foster Kids, an 
annual scholarship and so much more.

What a wonderful way to build your painting skills. With 

a group of excellent teachers leading members through 
a different program every month, follow the New Year’s 
resolution  and you will be a much better painter with a group 
of great painting friends. Bring a friend and we promise to 
make them feel welcome. Guests are always welcome!

This Month at DASF
This month we shine a light on the vibrant artistic community 
in Southwest Florida (SWFL) and The Dedicated Artists of 
SWFL who call this beautiful region home. From the sandy 
beaches to the lush nature preserves, Southwest Florida 
inspires creativity, and the artists here have woven their 
passion into the very fabric of our community.

The  Dedicated Artists of SWFL’s membership come from 
diverse backgrounds, each bringing unique perspectives 
and techniques to their work. You’ll find painters, sculptors, 
photographers, and digital artists, all passionately expressing 
their vision through their chosen medium. 

Among them are seasoned professionals, emerging talents, 
and even hobbyists who have transformed their passion for 
art into something more significant. Many of these artists draw 
inspiration from the stunning landscapes of the Gulf Coast, 
capturing the vibrant sunsets, the tranquil waters, and the 
rich wildlife that SWFL is known for. Others delve into more 
abstract expressions, using their art as a means to explore 
deeper emotional and social themes. These artists not only 
enrich our cultural landscape but also encourage us to see the 
world through different lenses. 

What They Do
The Dedicated Artists of SWFL go beyond merely creating 
aesthetically pleasing pieces. They engage with the community 
through workshops, exhibitions, and collaborations, fostering 
a vibrant arts culture. Many local galleries host regular events, 
providing a platform for artists to showcase their work and 
connect with the public. These gatherings cultivate a sense of 

The DEDICATED ARTISTS of SWFL

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 8
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community and allow aspiring artists to gain insight from their more experienced counterparts.

Moreover, these artists often give back to the community through art education. They conduct workshops for adults, 
teaching painting, drawing, and other techniques. These initiatives not only empower participants to explore their creativity 
but also instill a sense of accomplishment and confidence. 

The Benefits of Learning to Paint
If you’ve ever considered taking up painting, you’ll be pleased to know that the benefits are extensive, both for your mental 
and emotional well-being.

1.	 Expressive Outlet: Painting offers a unique way to express feelings that might be hard to articulate verbally. 
Whether you’re working with vibrant colors or muted tones, the canvas becomes a safe space to explore your 
emotions.

2.	 Stress Relief: Engaging in creative activities like painting can significantly reduce stress and anxiety. The act of 
mixing colors and focusing on brush strokes can serve as a meditative practice, allowing your mind to unwind 
from daily pressures.

3.	 Boosting Creativity: Learning to paint encourages innovative thinking. It challenges you to view problems 
from different angles and to think outside the box, skills that are invaluable in both personal and professional 
settings.

4.	 Sense of Achievement: Completing a painting provides a tremendous sense of accomplishment. Each stroke 
you make contributes to a larger picture, and witnessing the progress can enhance your self-esteem and 
motivate you to continue creating.

5.	 Connection with Others: Joining a painting class or workshop opens doors to meet like-minded individuals. 
The shared experience of creating art can foster friendships and a sense of belonging, enriching your social 
life.

6.	 Mindfulness and Focus: Painting requires concentration, allowing you to be present in the moment. This 
mindfulness can help you detach from distractions and enhance your overall focus, benefiting other areas of 
your life.

DEDICATED ARTISTS… c o n t i n u e d

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 9
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7.	 Artistic Growth: As you learn new techniques and experiment with different 
styles, you’ll discover your artistic voice. The journey of improvement can be 
incredibly fulfilling and encourages lifelong learning. 

The Community Impact
The Dedicated Artists of SWFL experiences go beyond personal fulfillment; they play 
a crucial role in community engagement. Art has the power to unite people, provoke 
discussions, and inspire change. By supporting local artists, we contribute to a cultural 
ecosystem that values creativity and innovation.

Art events, festivals, and exhibitions draw visitors to our region, promoting tourism and 
benefiting local businesses. They create a ripple effect, encouraging investment in the arts, 
which in turn fosters more opportunities for artists and creatives.

As we celebrate The Dedicated Artists of Southwest Florida, let us remember their 
profound impact on our community. They inspire us, challenge us, and provide avenues 
for exploration and expression. Whether you’re an artist yourself or simply someone who 
appreciates creativity, there’s a place for you in this vibrant community.

I encourage you to explore the local art scene, attend workshops, and perhaps even pick 
up a brush yourself. The journey of learning to paint can open up a world of possibilities, 
allowing you to express your unique vision while connecting with the rich artistic culture of 
SWFL.

Together, let’s support The Dedicated Artists of SWFL and embrace the transformative 
power of art. Call Madona Williams at (716) 863-8228 for more info.

Come join us at dasfartists.com

e n d

CALL TODAY
(863) 244-2199

M a d e  i n  
A r c a d i a

FOR NAPLES CITY COUNCIL

TERESA 

HEITMANN
N A P L E S  M A Y O R
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EXPERTISE IN PERSONAL INJURY LAW: Personal injury law can be complex, and having an 
attorney who specializes in this area ensures that you have someone who understands the nuances of 
these cases. This includes knowledge of statutes of limitations, liability laws, and the specifics of what 
victims are entitled to in terms of compensation.

VALUING YOUR CLAIM: An experienced personal injury attorney will know how to properly value 
your claim. This involves understanding and quantifying not just direct costs like medical bills, but also 
intangibles like pain and suffering, loss of enjoyment of life, future medical bills, and lost earning capacity.

NEGOTIATION SKILLS: Most personal injury cases are settled out of court. An attorney with strong 
negotiation skills will be able to ensure that you receive a fair settlement, as they’ll know how to present 
evidence, counter lowball offers, and argue effectively on your behalf.

ACCESS TO RESOURCES: Good personal injury attorneys have access to a network of experts, from 
medical professionals to accident reconstructionists. These experts can testify on your behalf or provide 
important information to strengthen your case.

OBJECTIVE PERSPECTIVE: After an accident, you may be dealing with physical pain, emotional 
trauma, and stress. A personal injury attorney offers an objective perspective on your situation and can 
make decisions based on the facts and law rather than emotions.

CONTINGENCY FEE BASIS: Many personal injury attorneys work on a contingency fee basis, 
meaning they only get paid if you do. This aligns their interests with yours, as they have a vested interest 
in ensuring you receive the maximum possible settlement or judgment.

FACING INSURANCE COMPANIES: Insurance companies are in the business of making money, 
which means they’ll often aim to minimize payouts. A seasoned personal injury attorney knows the 
tactics these companies use and can counteract them to ensure your rights are protected.

COURT EXPERIENCE: If negotiations fail and your case goes to trial, having an attorney with court 
experience is invaluable. They’ll understand the procedures, what evidence is compelling, and how to 
present your case effectively to a jury.

SAVES TIME: Dealing with the aftermath of an accident can be time-consuming. From obtaining 
medical records to communicating with insurance adjusters, a personal injury attorney can handle these 
tasks for you.

PEACE OF MIND: Knowing that you have a competent professional handling your case allows you to 
focus on recovery and healing. They’ll ensure all paperwork is filed correctly, deadlines are met, and that 
you’re kept informed throughout the process.

Ultimately, while it’s possible to handle a personal injury claim on your own, the expertise and guidance 
provided by a good personal injury attorney can make a significant difference in the outcome of your 
case.

Hiring a good personal injury attorney 
is crucial for several reasons:

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

BY MCKINLEY G. WILLIAMS
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RE-ELECT LISTON BOCHETTE III 
L I S T O N  B O C H E T T E  I I I :  A  D E D I C A T E D  P U B L I C  S E R V A N T  A N D  T H E 

U N W A V E R I N G  A D V O C A T E  F O R  W A R D  4

B Y :  M I C H A E L  H .  B L A N K

In the bustling city of Fort Myers, the 
residents of Ward 4 are fortunate to 
have a champion in Liston Bochette 
III. As an elected official, Bochette 
embodies the qualities of a true public 
servant, committed to the well-being 
and prosperity of his constituents. One 
distinguishing aspect of Bochette’s 
service is his unwavering dedication to 
thoroughly investigate and research the 
issues that impact Ward 4. I’ve personally 
witnessed Liston Bochette’s investigative 
approach in his decision-making process. 
It cannot be overemphasized the need 
to sustain the dedicated services he 

provides to the people of Ward 4.

Thorough Investigation and 
Research: The Cornerstone of 
Bochette’s Decision-Making
Liston Bochette stands out as an 
elected official who prioritizes thorough 
investigation and research before 
making crucial decisions. In an era 
where informed decision-making is 
paramount, Bochette’s commitment 
to understanding the intricacies of the 
issues facing Ward 4 is a testament to 
his dedication. By taking the time to 
delve into the details, Bochette ensures 

that his decisions are grounded in a 
deep understanding of the challenges 
and opportunities that define his 
constituency.

In-Depth Policy Analysis
Bochette’s approach involves 
comprehensive policy analysis, where he 
collaborates with experts and seeks input 
from diverse stakeholders. Whether 
it’s addressing economic development, 
education, or public safety, Bochette 
believes in crafting policies that are not 
only effective but also tailored to the 
unique needs of Ward 4.

LISTON
BOCHETTE III

W A R D  4
F O R T  M Y E R S ,  F L O R I D A
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Community Engagement and 
Listening Sessions
A key aspect of Bochette’s investigative 
process is his commitment to engaging 
directly with the community. Regular town 
hall meetings, listening sessions, and open 
forums allow him to hear the concerns 
and aspirations of Ward 4 residents. 
This grassroots approach ensures that 
Bochette’s decisions are informed by the 
lived experiences of those he serves.

Impactful Decision-Making: The 
Result of Bochette’s Investigative 
Approach
Bochette’s dedication to thorough 
investigation and research translates into 
impactful decision-making that directly 
benefits the residents of Ward 4. By relying 
on a foundation of knowledge and a deep 
understanding of local dynamics, Bochette 
has been able to champion policies and 
initiatives that address the core needs of 
his constituency.

Economic Development Initiatives
Bochette’s research-driven approach 
is evident in his support for economic 
development initiatives. By analyzing 
economic trends, employment data, and 
local business needs, he has been able to 
advocate for policies that stimulate growth, 
create jobs, and enhance the overall 
economic well-being of Ward 4.

Education and Community 
Empowerment
Recognizing that education is 
a cornerstone for community 
empowerment, Bochette’s decisions in the 
realm of education are guided by careful 
investigation. He knows this firsthand as 
a Greenwave graduate and a University of 
Florida alumnus. He works collaboratively 
with educators, parents, and students 
to understand the challenges within the 
education system, ensuring that policies 
enacted serve the best interests of Ward 
4’s youth.

Public Safety Measures
Thorough research into crime rates, 
community policing strategies, and 
the specific safety concerns of Ward 4 
residents informs Bochette’s approach 
to public safety. By prioritizing evidence-
based solutions, he has effectively 
addressed issues such as community 
policing, neighborhood watch programs, 
and the allocation of resources to enhance 
public safety outcomes.

The Importance of Reelection: 
Continuity in Dedicated Service
The significance of reelecting Liston 
Bochette lies in the continuity of the 

dedicated services he provides to the 
people of Ward 4. In a political landscape 
often marked by turnover, the reelection 
of a proven and committed public servant 
ensures that the positive momentum 
and progress achieved under Bochette’s 
leadership are not only sustained but built 
upon.

Building on Achievements
Bochette’s first term in office has 
undoubtedly yielded positive outcomes 
for Ward 4. Whether it’s improved 
infrastructure, enhanced community 
services, or successful advocacy for state 
and federal funding, his achievements 
provide a solid foundation for future 
growth and development.

Long-Term Vision and Stability
Reelecting Liston Bochette offers Ward 4 
the opportunity to benefit from a leader 
with a long-term vision. In a world where 
political instability can hinder progress, 
Bochette’s continuity provides stability, 
assuring residents that the positive 
trajectory of their community will be 
sustained.

Deepened Relationships and Trust
Over the course of his tenure, Bochette 
has cultivated strong relationships 
within the community. His reelection not 
only signifies a vote of confidence from 
residents but also ensures that the trust 
built over the years remains intact. Trust is 
a crucial element in effective governance, 
and Bochette’s continuity fosters a sense 
of stability and reliability. Additionally, 
Liston often consults with his high school 
“Green Wave Friend” Calbert White to 
make sure his decisions are as inclusive as 
possible.

Addressing Challenges and 
Adapting to Change
While Liston Bochette has demonstrated 
a commendable track record in his first 
term, the political landscape is dynamic, 
and challenges may emerge. Bochette’s 
ability to adapt to change and address 
unforeseen challenges is an integral part 
of his appeal as a leader.

Flexibility and Adaptability
Bochette’s investigative approach is not 
rigid; rather, it is characterized by flexibility 
and adaptability. This allows him to 
respond effectively to emerging issues, 
ensuring that his decision-making remains 
relevant and responsive to the evolving 
needs of Ward 4.

Innovative Solutions
The challenges faced by communities 
are ever-changing, and Bochette’s 
commitment to research enables him to 

explore innovative solutions. Whether it’s 
adopting new technologies, collaborating 
with community organizations, or 
leveraging state-of-the-art practices, 
Bochette’s reelection ensures that Ward 4 
remains at the forefront of progress.

Liston Bochette III’s dedication to 
thoroughly investigating and researching 
the issues that impact Ward 4 sets 
him apart as a true public servant. His 
commitment to informed decision-making 
has resulted in policies and initiatives that 
directly benefit his constituents. As we 
contemplate the importance of reelection, 
it becomes clear that Bochette’s continuity 
is essential for sustaining the positive 
momentum and progress achieved during 
his first term.

The residents of Ward 4 have seen 
firsthand the positive impact of Bochette’s 
leadership, from economic development to 
education and public safety. By reelecting 
Liston Bochette III, the community not only 
acknowledges his past achievements but 
also invests in a future characterized by 
stability, trust, and continued dedication to 
the well-being of Ward 4. In a world where 
effective leadership is a beacon of hope, 
Liston Bochette III stands as a shining 
example of a leader who puts the needs of 
his constituents first, making him the ideal 
candidate for reelection. 

An All-American in track and 
field at high school, Bochette 
became captain of the track 
team at the University of Florida. 
He represented Puerto Rico 
internationally in the decathlon, 
and set a national record in 
1988. In that same year, he was 
an official at the 1988 Winter 
Olympics, only competing himself 
four years later, in the bobsled. 
Bochette, who is an accomplished 
painter, has been involved in the 
foundation of various Puerto Rican 
sports federations.
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Date: Sep 30, 2024

On June 25, 2021, President Joe Biden signed an Executive 
Order aimed at enhancing diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and accessibility (DEIA) within the federal workforce. This 
landmark order is a consequential step, designed to create 
a more representative and equitable workplace while 
reaffirming the administration’s commitment to fairness in 
government employment and contracting.

The Executive Order was issued under the authority granted 
to the President by the Constitution and various laws, notably 
sections 1104, 3301, and 3302 of title 5, United States Code. 
Through this directive, the federal government aims not only 
to meet standards of diversity but to actively ensure that all 
employees and applicants are treated fairly and have equal 
access to opportunities.

UNDERSTANDING DEIA AT ITS CORE, DEIA 
ENCOMPASSES:
• �DIVERSITY: Recognizing and appreciating the variety 

of backgrounds, perspectives, and experiences that 
individuals bring to the workforce.

• �EQUITY: Ensuring fair treatment, opportunities, and 
advancement for all individuals while striving to 
identify and eliminate barriers that have historically 
led to unequal outcomes.

• �INCLUSION: Creating environments in which any 
individual or group can feel welcomed, respected, 
supported, and valued.

• �ACCESSIBILITY: Making certain that individuals with 
disabilities and other barriers can fully participate in 
all aspects of employment.

This Executive Order emphasizes that the strength of our 
federal workforce lies in its diversity. The federal government 
represents the American people, and it’s critical that its 
employees reflect the diverse backgrounds from which they 
come.

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE ORDER
The Executive Order outlines several crucial actions aimed at 
fostering a more inclusive workforce:

1. �Establishment of a Government-Wide DEIA Strategy: 
Federal agencies are required to develop and implement 
strategic plans that will enhance DEIA efforts and metrics to 
measure success.

2. �Accountability: Agency leaders will be held accountable 
for their DEIA initiatives, emphasizing the necessity of 
leadership in fostering a diverse and inclusive work 
environment.

3. �Recruitment and Retention: Strategies will be developed 
to recruit and retain a workforce that is representative 
of the American populace. This includes focusing on 
underrepresented communities.

4. �Training and Education: Federal employees will receive 
training in DEIA principles to cultivate a more aware and 
sensitive workplace culture.

5. �Accessibility Improvements: The order stresses the 
importance of evaluating the accessibility of employment 
processes and workplace environments for individuals 
with disabilities, ensuring that barriers are identified and 
removed in order to create a more inclusive workplace.

WHY THIS MATTERS TO OUR COMMUNITY
The implications of the Executive Order resonate far beyond 
the walls of federal agencies. By promoting DEIA within the 
federal workforce, this initiative contributes to a more equal 
society and better governmental service. A diverse workforce 
provides varied perspectives that lead to more innovative 
solutions to public challenges, ultimately benefiting the 
community as a whole.

Moreover, as local service members and community 
members engage with federal agencies, they will find 
a workforce that reflects their own experiences and 
backgrounds—enhancing communication, understanding, 
and efficiency.

GETTING INVOLVED AND STAYING INFORMED
Members of our community are encouraged to engage 
with local federal offices to learn how these initiatives may 
impact them. Whether it’s opportunities for employment, 
government contracting, community programs, or outreach 
efforts, being informed is key.

Furthermore, public feedback and involvement in shaping 
future initiatives are vital. Community forums and discussions 
provide those most affected by these policies with a platform 
to voice their opinions and experiences.

As we look ahead, the goals set forth by the Executive Order 
on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility present an 
opportunity not just for change within federal employment 
but for a broader cultural shift within our society. Our 
collective efforts toward creating a diverse, equitable, 
inclusive, and accessible environment will pave the way for a 
future that reflects the true essence of our nation—a melting 
pot of cultures and ideas working hand in hand for the 
common good.

The Executive Order signed on June 25, 2021, marks a 
significant stride towards establishing a workforce that 
embraces diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. By 
prioritizing these values, we can foster an environment that 
celebrates our differences and unified purpose. As we strive 
together to implement these changes, let’s work towards 
building a more inclusive society for generations to come. 
Stay engaged and connected with local services to witness the 
positive transformations in our own community!

For more information on the Executive Order and its 
implications, visit [ Relevant Federal Websites or Local 
Resources].

Next, we will learn what our great State of Florida is doing!

Summarized by Joeanne M Thomas-Joseph 

GovCon Approved, Certified, Credentialed,Livescan Service Provider, BSM, CJST, 
IHRA, & AI User

AC/DBE | USHUD Section 3 Business Concern, HUBZone, Others Pending

Strengthening Our Workforce
Through Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility when 
utilizing Federal Dollars. BY JOEANNE M THOMAS-JOSEPH
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Investing in tax lien certificates is a lesser-known yet lucrative strategy within the realm of real estate 
and financial investments. It involves purchasing liens placed on properties by local governments 
due to unpaid property taxes. While relatively niche, this investment avenue offers several distinct 
advantages that appeal to both seasoned investors and newcomers seeking to diversify their 
portfolios and generate passive income. 

1. HIGH POTENTIAL RETURNS   
One of the most compelling reasons to invest in tax lien certificates is the potential for high returns. When property owners 
fail to pay their property taxes, local governments often place a lien on the property to secure the unpaid taxes. These liens 
typically accrue interest and penalties over time, which can significantly increase the amount owed by the property owner. As an 
investor, purchasing a tax lien certificate allows you to step in and pay the delinquent taxes on behalf of the property owner. In 
return, you acquire the lien and the right to collect the outstanding amount, including interest and penalties, from the property 
owner.
The interest rates on tax lien certificates can vary widely depending on the jurisdiction and local regulations. In some cases, 
these rates can be as high as 18% to 36% annually or even more in competitive bidding environments. Such high rates provide 
investors with the potential to earn substantial returns on their investment, often far exceeding what traditional investment 
vehicles like stocks or bonds can offer. Moreover, since the interest is paid directly by the property owner, it provides a 
predictable income stream that is relatively insulated from market fluctuations.

2. SECURED INVESTMENT WITH REAL ESTATE BACKING
Another significant benefit of investing in tax lien 
certificates is the security they offer. Unlike many other 
investments that may be backed solely by promises or 
securities, tax lien certificates are secured by real estate. 
When you purchase a tax lien certificate, you acquire a 
legal claim against the property itself. If the property owner 
fails to redeem the lien by paying the delinquent taxes plus 
interest within a specified redemption period (which varies 
by jurisdiction), you may have the opportunity to foreclose 
on the property and take ownership.
This aspect of tax lien investing provides a tangible asset 
as collateral, reducing the risk typically associated with higher-yield investments. Even if foreclosure is not the primary goal, 
the underlying property serves as a safeguard against the total loss of investment capital. This security feature makes tax lien 
certificates an attractive option for conservative investors looking to diversify their portfolios without exposing themselves to 
excessive risk.

3. PRIORITY POSITION IN PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
Investors in tax lien certificates also benefit from a priority position in the event of foreclosure. In most jurisdictions, tax liens 
are senior to other liens, including mortgages and other creditors’ claims. This means that if foreclosure proceedings occur, tax 
lien holders have precedence in receiving payment from the sale proceeds of the property. This priority status enhances the 
likelihood of recovering the invested capital along with accrued interest, even in cases where the property has additional debts 
or encumbrances.

“Please take advantage of this form of investing, because 
it has a relatively low investment entry point; especially 
for those with limited investing dollars. I’ll explain the 
benefits of investing in tax lien certificates, and show you 
how this strategy can provide attractive returns, enhance 
portfolio stability, and offer unique opportunities in the 
realm of real estate investing.” 

MCKINLEY G. WILLIAMS

THE BENEFITS OF INVESTING 
IN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATES

BY MCKINLEY G. 
WILLIAMS
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Furthermore, the priority position can deter property owners from allowing tax liens to mature and potentially lead to foreclosure. 
Many property owners prioritize paying off tax liens to avoid losing their properties, which enhances the likelihood of timely 
redemption and minimizes the investor’s exposure to prolonged legal processes or property management challenges associated 
with foreclosure.

4. DIVERSIFICATION AND RISK MANAGEMENT
Diversification is a cornerstone of sound investment strategy, and tax lien certificates offer an opportunity to diversify beyond 
traditional asset classes like stocks and bonds. The real estate component inherent in tax lien investments provides diversification 
within the real estate sector itself, allowing investors to balance risks across different property types, locations, and economic 
conditions.
Moreover, tax lien investing can be particularly attractive during economic downturns or periods of market volatility. Properties 
with delinquent taxes often represent distressed assets that can be acquired at a discount through the tax lien process. This ability 
to purchase properties below market value presents opportunities for capitalizing on market inefficiencies and potentially realizing 
substantial capital gains upon property redemption or foreclosure.

5. ACCESSIBILITY AND PASSIVE INCOME
Investing in tax lien certificates is accessible to a wide range of investors, from individuals to institutional funds. Many local 
governments conduct tax lien sales through auctions or online platforms, offering transparency and equal opportunity to 
participate. This accessibility allows investors to start with relatively small amounts of capital and scale their investments over time 
as they gain experience and confidence in the market.
Furthermore, tax lien investing can provide passive income streams, particularly for investors who prioritize cash flow and regular 
returns. As property owners redeem their liens, investors receive principal repayment along with accrued interest. This passive 
income feature makes tax lien certificates an appealing option for retirees, trust funds, and other entities seeking stable income 
sources with minimal ongoing management or operational involvement.
Investing in tax lien certificates offers a unique blend of high potential returns, secured investments backed by real estate, priority 
position in property ownership, diversification benefits, and accessibility to a wide range of investors. While it requires careful due 
diligence, understanding of local regulations, and risk management strategies, tax lien investing can be a rewarding addition to an 
investor’s portfolio. By leveraging the advantages of tax lien certificates, investors can enhance their overall investment returns, 
achieve portfolio diversification, and capitalize on opportunities within the real estate market that may not be available through 
traditional investment avenues.

Joe North has been helping clients with
injury cases and death cases for more than 30 years.

TheNorthLawFirm.com
5220 Summerlin Commons Blvd., Suite 300

Fort Myers, Florida 33907

Car & Truck Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents
Drunk Driving Accidents
Serious Injury Cases
Family Law
Custody & Support Cases
Paralysis Cases
Apartment Shootings
Gun Violence Cases

Workers Compensation
Wrongful Death Cases

Pedestrian Accidents
Bicycle Accidents

Dog Bite Cases
Slip & Fall Accidents

Negligent Security Cases
Settlements

Courtroom Trials

Call Joe at (239) 337-1191

Attorney Joe North

TAX LIEN CERTIFICATES
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As America continues to evolve, so does 
the Republican Party. The future of this 
nation depends on the participation of 
every community, and minorities have 
an essential role in shaping that future. 
For too long, minority voices have been 

underrepresented in many political conversations, particularly 
within conservative circles. Now, more than ever, it is crucial 
for minority voters to understand the power they hold and 
how their involvement in the political process can bring about 
meaningful change.

Why the Minority  
Vote Matters
The truth is simple: your vote has the power to decide elections. 
Minority voters are a growing force in America, and by engaging 
fully in the political process, minority communities can ensure 
that their priorities are reflected in policy decisions at every 
level of government. This includes everything from economic 
empowerment and educational reform to safer communities 
and immigration policies that work for everyone.

The Republican Party is built on the foundation of individual 
liberty, opportunity, and prosperity for all Americans, 
regardless of background. For generations, Republicans have 
championed policies that promote economic growth, protect 
small businesses, and encourage educational choice—issues 
that directly benefit minority communities. By getting involved, 
minority voters can ensure their interests are represented in 
these discussions, helping shape policies that benefit their 
families and communities.

Breaking the 
Stereotypes
There’s a persistent stereotype that minority voters don’t belong 
in the Republican Party or that their values are at odds with 
conservative principles. This couldn’t be further from the truth. 
Many of the core Republican values—such as strong families, 
faith, economic opportunity, and self-reliance—resonate deeply 
within minority communities.

For example, the Republican commitment to school choice 
offers minority families the ability to break free from 
underperforming public schools and send their children to 
better, safer institutions. This empowers parents with the 
freedom to choose the best education for their children, 
something that can transform entire communities for 
generations to come.

Additionally, Republican economic policies that lower taxes, 

reduce burdensome regulations, and foster entrepreneurship 
open doors for small business owners, many of whom come 
from minority backgrounds. These policies provide pathways for 
success, especially for those striving to build wealth and create 
opportunities in their neighborhoods.

Getting Involved: Your 
Voice, Your Vote
If you’re not already registered to vote, now is the time. The 
upcoming elections at the local, state, and national levels will 
shape the direction of the country for years to come. Every vote 
matters, especially in swing states and districts where elections 
can be decided by just a few thousand ballots. Your vote could 
be the one that makes the difference.

Get informed. Learn about the issues, attend town hall 
meetings, ask questions, and speak up. The Republican Party 
wants to hear from you. Many minority leaders within the party 
are working to ensure that policies reflect the concerns of their 
communities. By participating in the process, you can contribute 
to these conversations and help guide the future of the country.

Finally, consider volunteering or joining your local Republican 
Party chapter. By getting involved on a grassroots level, you’ll 
have the opportunity to shape the direction of the party and 
help build a broader coalition that reflects the diversity of 
America. The Republican Party is stronger when all voices are 
heard, and your participation is key to its success.

The Time is Now
As minority voters, your role in shaping the future of America 
is undeniable. The Republican Party is committed to principles 
that empower individuals, foster economic growth, and support 
families and communities. By getting involved in the political 
process and making your voice heard, you can ensure that these 
principles work for you and your family.

Let’s break down the barriers and stereotypes that have kept 
minority voices from being fully represented in conservative 
politics. The Republican Party is ready to listen and act on the 
issues that matter most to you. But it all starts with your vote. 

Make it count.

BY JOSHUA MOLANDES 

The Power of the 
Minority Vote: 
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Join us for our Men & Women’s Day 2024 celebration 
Sunday October 27, with two powerful services at 
11:00 AM and 4:00 PM. This year’s theme is “United In 
God’s Purpose, Where Do You Stand?”rooted in Acts 
2:46, which calls us to come together in one accord, 
with gladness and sincerity of heart.

At the 11:00 AM service, we will be blessed with an 
inspiring message from our special guest speaker 
Lady Tiffany Powe, encouraging us to align ourselves 
with God’s purpose and stand firm in faith.

Return for the 4:00 PM afternoon service for another 
life-changing word from our second dynamic speaker 
Elder Gilbert Grantlin III, who will further challenge 
and uplift us to reflect on our role in God’s plan and 
how we can walk united in His purpose.

This is a day to celebrate the unity of men and women 
in faith, and we invite everyone members, friends, 
and the community to join us for both services. Let’s 
come together in worship, praise, and fellowship as 
we seek to live out God’s purpose in our lives!

   MEN & 
WOMEN’S DAY
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In a world often governed by societal 
expectations and stereotypes, the pursuit 
of love and attraction can feel constrained, 
especially for seniors. However, age should 
never be a barrier to experiencing the joy 
and fulfillment of a romantic connection. 
Seniors should defy societal rules and 
pursue someone they are attracted to, 
emphasizing the importance of personal 
happiness, emotional fulfillment, and the 
inherent right to love at any age.

Challenging Stereotypes 
and Embracing 
Authenticity
Societal norms often perpetuate stereotypes 
about aging and love, suggesting that 
seniors should withdraw from romantic 
pursuits or conform to conventional 
expectations. However, these norms fail 
to acknowledge the diverse experiences, 
desires, and emotional needs of individuals 
as they age. Seniors possess a wealth of life 
experience, wisdom, and personal growth 
that enriches their ability to form meaningful 
connections based on genuine attraction 
and compatibility.

By encouraging seniors to embrace 
authenticity and challenge these 
stereotypes, we empower them to 
prioritize their own happiness and pursue 
relationships that align with their desires 
and values. Age should not diminish 
the validity of romantic attraction or the 
potential for deep emotional connection. 
Instead, it should be viewed as an 
opportunity to celebrate the richness of 
life and the possibility of finding love in 
unexpected ways.

The Right to Personal 
Happiness and 
Fulfillment
Pursuing someone you are attracted to 
is about asserting the fundamental right 
to personal happiness and emotional 
fulfillment. Love and companionship 
contribute significantly to overall well-
being and quality of life, regardless of age. 

Research consistently demonstrates that 
strong social connections and romantic 
relationships are linked to improved mental 
health, increased longevity, and a greater 
sense of purpose.

For seniors who may have experienced loss, 
transitions, or changes in their social circles, 
finding a romantic partner can provide 
companionship, support, and a renewed 
sense of vitality. It is essential to encourage 
seniors to prioritize their happiness and 
pursue relationships that bring them joy 
and fulfillment, rather than conforming to 
outdated societal expectations that dictate 
who should or should not seek romantic 
love.

Overcoming Fear and 
Embracing Vulnerability
The prospect of pursuing someone you 
are attracted to can evoke feelings of 
vulnerability and uncertainty, regardless 
of age. Seniors may hesitate due to fears 
of rejection, judgment from others, or 
concerns about navigating unfamiliar social 
dynamics. However, embracing vulnerability 
is a courageous act that opens the door 
to meaningful connections and personal 
growth.

Encouraging seniors to confront their fears 
and take calculated risks in pursuit of love 
fosters resilience and self-confidence. By 
reframing rejection as a natural part of the 
dating process and emphasizing the value of 
personal growth through new experiences, 
we empower seniors to approach romantic 
pursuits with optimism and resilience.

Celebrating Diversity in 
Romantic Relationships  
Every individual’s journey towards love and 
attraction is unique, shaped by personal 
preferences, cultural backgrounds, and life 

experiences. Seniors should feel empowered 
to explore diverse romantic relationships 
that reflect their identities and values, 
free from societal judgment or restrictive 
norms. Whether pursuing a relationship with 
someone of a different age, background, 
or cultural heritage, embracing diversity 
enriches the fabric of romantic connections 
and promotes mutual understanding and 
respect.

By celebrating diversity in romantic 
relationships, we challenge outdated 
stereotypes and encourage seniors to 
cultivate relationships based on mutual 
respect, shared values, and genuine 
attraction. Embracing the complexities of 
love and attraction broadens perspectives 
and promotes inclusivity within senior 
communities, fostering a culture of 
acceptance and support for individuals 
seeking meaningful connections.

Navigating Modern 
Dating and Social 
Dynamics
In today’s digital age, navigating modern 
dating and social dynamics can present 
unique challenges for seniors unfamiliar 
with online platforms or evolving social 
norms. However, embracing technology and 
seeking guidance from trusted sources can 
empower seniors to engage confidently in 
the dating scene and connect with potential 
partners who share their interests and 
values.

Encouraging seniors to explore dating apps 

BY VERNON BROWN 
THE DUNBAR SHADE 
TREE PHD.

Embracing 
Love Beyond 
Societal Norms: 
Encouraging 
Seniors to Pursue 
Attraction
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designed for older adults, attend social 
events, or join community groups provides 
opportunities to expand their social 
circles and meet like-minded individuals. 
By promoting lifelong learning and 
adaptability, we equip seniors with the tools 
and resources needed to navigate modern 
dating and social dynamics with confidence 
and resilience.

Fostering Supportive 
Communities and 
Resources
Creating supportive communities and 
resources tailored to the unique needs 
of seniors seeking romantic relationships 
is essential in promoting inclusivity and 
empowerment. Senior centers, social 
clubs, and online forums provide valuable 
opportunities for seniors to connect with 
peers, share experiences, and seek advice 
on navigating romantic pursuits.

By fostering inclusive environments that 
celebrate love and attraction at every stage 
of life, we promote a culture of acceptance 
and support for seniors pursuing 
meaningful connections. Empowering 
seniors to access resources and build 
supportive networks strengthens their 
confidence and resilience in pursuing 
relationships that align with their desires 
and values.

Embracing Love and 
Attraction at Any Age
Encouraging seniors to defy societal rules 
and pursue someone they are attracted 
to is a testament to the inherent right to 

personal happiness, emotional fulfillment, 
and the pursuit of meaningful connections. 
By challenging stereotypes, embracing 
authenticity, and celebrating diversity 
in romantic relationships, we empower 
seniors to prioritize their own happiness 
and navigate the complexities of love with 
confidence and resilience.

Age should never limit the possibility of 
experiencing the joy and fulfillment of 
romantic love. Instead, it should be viewed 
as an opportunity to celebrate the richness 
of life and the potential for discovering 
new connections that bring immense 
happiness and companionship. By fostering 
supportive communities, providing 
resources, and promoting inclusivity, we 
create a culture that values and respects 
the diverse experiences and desires of 
seniors seeking love and attraction.

Ultimately, love knows no bounds, and 
every individual deserves the opportunity 
to pursue relationships that bring joy, 
companionship, and a renewed sense 
of purpose. Let us encourage seniors 
to embrace love and attraction at any 
age, affirming their right to happiness 
and celebrating the beauty of finding 
meaningful connections later in life.
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For over 30 years, we have been representing 
clients in Accident and Injury cases.
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